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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FOR KING KHALID 
FOR CHARGE FROM THE SECRETARY 

PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY TO KING 
KHALID BY MOST EXPEDITIOUS MEANS. 

BEGIN MESSAGE: 

1 AM WRITING WITH REGARD TO A REPORT APPEARING TODAY IN OUR 
PRESS THAT WE ARE PLANNING TO MAKE SOME CHANGES IN OUR 
AMBASSADORS OVERSEAS INCLUDING AMBASSADOR AKINS. AND 
ATTRIBUTING THIS TO PROPOSED CHANGES IN AMERICAN POLICY. 

I AM CONFIDENT THAT YOUR MAJESTY WILL NOT GIVE CREDENCE TO 
ANY REPORT THAT WE ENVISAGE CHANGES IN OUR POLICY TOWARD 
SAUDI ARABIA. THAT POLICY HAS ALWAYS BEEN BASED ON A FIRM 
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SERVED BY A RELATIONSHIP OF CONFIDENCE, FRIENDSHIP, AND 
COOPERATION. IT REMAINS OUR INTENTION TO DO EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE TO STRENGTHEN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUN- 
TRIES IN THE FUTURE AS WE HAVE IN THE PAST. 

IT IS TRUE THAT WE DO ENVISAGE SOME CHANGES IN 
AMBASSADORS. I VERY MUCH REGRET THAT THIS FACT HAS BREN 
PUBLISHED PREMATURELY, BUT I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT IT IS 
OUR INTENTION TO SEEK SOON YOUR MAJESTY'S AGREEMENT TO 
ACCREDIT TO SAUDI ARABIA ONE OF OUR MOST RESPECTED AND 
SENIOR PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMATS. OUR PRESENT THINKING IS 
THAT THIS CHANGE WOULD NOT OCCUR MUCH BEFORE THE END 
OF THE YEAR, AND MEANWHILE I WANT TO ASSURE YOU OF OUR 
CONTINUED FULL CONFIDENCE IN AMBASSADOR AKINS AND IN MR. 

HUME HORAN WHO IS SERVING AS CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN HIS 
ABSENCE. 

RESPECTFULLY YOURS, 

HENRY A. KISSINGER. 

END MESSAGE. KISSINGER 
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